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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Santa Clarita 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Proper Twelve 

10:00 a.m. 
July 25, 2021 

 
 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

Prayer of Meditation 
 

Before the service begins, we encourage you to use the following for meditation. 
 

A disciple is more than simply a follower. A disciple is more than simply a student. A disciple is someone 
who is in training to become something, and the posture of a disciple is to sit at the feet of the teacher. 
-Br. James Koester, SSJE 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

Entrance                                            All of My Days Mark Stevens 
 

Proclaim Your awesome power 
Tell of mighty deeds 
Declare Your future kingdom 
Of everlasting peace 
 
And my eyes they look 
Unto You always 
And I am captured 
By your majesty 
 
Chorus 
All of my days 
I will sing of Your greatness 
All of my days  
I will speak of Your grace 
All of my days  
I will tell of Your wondrous love 
Your love in my life 
Your love 
 
All Your works will praise You 
Your children bless Your name 
We speak of all Your goodness 
We walk in fields of grace 
 
And my eyes they look 
Unto You always 
And I am captured 
By your majesty  Chorus x2 
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T H E   W O R D  O F  G O D 
 

Priest:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Priest and People: 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase 
and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS    
 

The First Reading  2 Samuel 11:1-15  Reader: Rod Schluter 

 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel. 
                                                           

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all 
Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. It 
happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the roof of the 
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king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. David sent 
someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite.” So David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now 
she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. The woman conceived; and 
she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And 
Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how 
the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went 
out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of 
the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told 
David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a journey. 
Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in 
booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my 
house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a 
thing.” Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and 
made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he 
did not go down to his house. In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah. In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from 
him, so that he may be struck down and die.” 

 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 14 Reader: Bethani Clark  
 
1  The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 
there is none who does any good. 

 
2  The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

to see if there is any who is wise, 
if there is one who seeks after God. 

 
3  Every one has proved faithless; 

all alike have turned bad; * 
there is none who does good; no, not one. 

 
4  Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 

who eat up my people like bread 
and do not call upon the Lord? 

 
5  See how they tremble with fear, * 

because God is in the company of the righteous. 
 
6  Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 

but the Lord is their refuge. 
 
7  Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 
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The Second Reading     Ephesians 3:14-21    Reader: Bethani Clark  

 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
                                                           
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray 
that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 
rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual LEVAS #146                Break Thou the Bread of Life William F. Sherwin                                        

   

The Gospel Reading    John 6:1-21 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept 
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and 
sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up 
and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered 
him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there 
was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as 
much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, 
so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, 
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left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” When Jesus realized that 
they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself. When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea 
to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the 
sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then 
they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were 
going. 
 
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                 The Rev. Gina Gore 

   
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

Nicene Creed                  
 
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People   Reader: Sheri Flay      
 
My friends, may Christ dwell in your hearts by faith. Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church, 
saying, “O Christ, you are the bread of life; fill us with your goodness.” 
 
O Christ, be glorified in your Church. Give us faith to trust in you, that we might ever believe the truth of 
your word. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O Christ, you are the bread of life;   
People:            Fill us with your goodness. 
 
O Christ, look in mercy upon your children. Inspire understanding in those who do not yet seek your 
ways. Count us, just God, among the generation of the righteous. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O Christ, you are the bread of life;   
People:            Fill us with your goodness. 
  
O Christ, you tamed the raging of the sea and the strength of the wind. We pray you to shield our crops 
from the fury of the sun; bless our fields with waters from the heavens. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O Christ, you are the bread of life;   
People:            Fill us with your goodness. 
  
O Christ, we hold in our hearts all victims of violence—especially those smitten by gun violence. May 
they, and those who love them, comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height of your comforting love. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O Christ, you are the bread of life;   
People:            Fill us with your goodness. 
  
Jesus, you said to your disciples, “It is I; be not afraid.” We pray you to comfort all who are in trouble, 
need, or sickness, especially Todd F. and Jill. 
The congregation may add their own petitions and thanksgivings. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O Christ, you are the bread of life;   
People:            Fill us with your goodness. 
 
O God, you have gathered as your family those on heaven and earth. We pray for those who have died 
that they may rest in your eternal presence. And we pray for ourselves that we may run the race with vigor 
and finally join your saints forever. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O Christ, you are the bread of life;   
People:            Fill us with your goodness. 
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Priest: 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in times 
of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s 
body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good 
news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common 
prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Confession 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
   

The Peace 
 
Priest:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Members of the congregation who are joining us via livestream are encouraged to post "Peace be with you" in the comments or 
to use the "like" or "love" reaction button to take part in the virtual exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation 

at this time. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
We are pleased to be celebrating the following birthdays: Sophie Dixon on July 21st, Dave Fencil on July 
25th and Daryn Tucker on July 30th; we also celebrate the wedding anniversary of Leith and Jason O’Leary 
on July 29th. 
 

Offertory Prayer   

The People remain seated and say together: 

Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are, 
comes from you. Now, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise and thanksgiving, to 
give of ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



 8 

T H E   G R E A T   T H A N K S G I V I N G 
 

Offertory                                            Voice of Truth Mark Hall, Steven Curtis Chapman 

 
Oh what I would do to have  
The kind of faith it takes  
To climb out of this boat I'm in  
Onto the crashing waves  
To step out of my comfort zone  
Into the realm of the unknown where Jesus is  
And He's holding out His hand  
 
But the waves are calling out my name  
And they laugh at me  
Reminding me of all the times  
I've tried before and failed  
The waves they keep on telling me  
Time and time again. "Boy, you'll never win!"  "You'll never win!"  
 
Chorus:  
But the voice of truth tells me a different story  
The voice of truth says, "Do not be afraid!"  
The voice of truth says, "This is for My glory"  
Out of all the voices calling out to me  
I will choose to listen and believe the voice of truth  
 
Oh what I would do to have  
The kind of strength it takes to stand before a giant  
With just a sling and a stone  
Surrounded by the sound of a thousand warriors  
Shaking in their armor  
Wishing they'd have had the strength to stand  
 
But the giant's calling out my name  
And he laughs at me  
Reminding me of all the times  
I've tried before and failed  
The giant keeps on telling me  
Time and time again. "Boy you'll never win!"  "You'll never win!"  Chorus 
But the stone was just the right size  
To put the giant on the ground  
And the waves they don't seem so high  
From on top of them lookin' down  
I will soar with the wings of eagles  
When I stop and listen to the sound of Jesus  
Singing over me        Chorus 
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Presentation   Old 100th  

 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of 
the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 
earth and gave breath to humankind. 
 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the 
morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
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Sanctus Baity 

 
 
 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, 
as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your 
grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 
himself for us, a fragrant offering.  
 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to 
you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 



 11 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of 
you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing 
for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands 
have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Priest and People 
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice 
and love. 
 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed 
Stephen, and all your people, into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 
God and Creator  in voices of unending praise. 
 
Priest and People 
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,                                            
 on earth as in heaven.         
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineffable power. Calling us to “massive, corporate, 
spiritual communion,”   
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually 
receiving Holy Communion. 
 
Priest and People say together: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come 
at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite 
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion. The table we set belongs to God. 
Wherever you find yourself on your spiritual journey you are welcome to receive the Bread made holy. 

 

Communion Music                                   When He Calls Paul Kennerly 
 

When darkness fills the valley 
Fear and dread strive deep within us 
But our burdens soon will be lifted 
When these old homes turn to dust 
 
Chorus 
When He calls 
I'm going to live with Jesus 
In His kingdom He welcomes everyone 
I shall not fear no more earthly peril 
For He will carry me Home 
 

Now Satan will come to tempt me 
But I'll try to resist sinful ways 
And I pray that I'll find salvation 
In that peaceful Home far away  Chorus x2 
 

 
                                                       When the River Meets the Sea Paul Williams 
 
When the mountain touches the valley 
All the clouds are taught to fly 
As our souls will leave this land most peacefully 
Though our minds be filled with questions 
In our hearts we'll understand 
When the river meets the sea 
Like a flower that has blossomed 
In this dry and barren sand 
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We are born and born again most gracefully 
Plus the winds of time will take us 
With a sure and steady hand 
When the river meets the sea 
 
Patience my brothers 
And patience my son 
In that sweet and final hour 
Truth and justice will be done 
 
Like a baby when it is sleeping 
In its mother's loving arms 
What a newborn baby dreams is a mystery (a mystery) 
But this life will find a purpose 
And in time we'll understand 
When the river meets the sea 
When the river meets the almighty sea 

 
Post Communion Prayer                           

 

Let us pray. 
    

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Blessing   
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Closing                                                       I Saw the Light               Hank Williams, Sr. 

 
 
 

Dismissal  
 
Priest: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Songs played and lyrics listed under CCLI License # 1712487. All of My Days, Author: Mark Stevens, 2000 Hillsong Music Publishing  (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). CCLI Song 
Number # 3258208. Voice of Truth, Authors: Mark Hall, Steven Curtis Chapman. ©2003 One Blue Petal Music   (Admin. by BMG Chrysalis). My Refuge Music  (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing). Sparrow Song   (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). Sony/ATV Tree Publishing   (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing). CCLI # 4196620. I Saw the Light, 
Author: Hank Williams, Sr. 1948. Renewed 1975 Sony/ATV Acuff Rose Music   (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing). CCLI Song Number # 45064. 
From Lift Every Voice and Sing II: #146 Break Thou the Bread of Life, Words: Mary A. Lathbury (1841–1913). Music: William F. Sherwin (1826–1888). 
Doxology – Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. After Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?).  
Sanctus #4 – Judith M. Baity. Copyright ©2009 – Celestial Melodies Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved.   


