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Upon being seated we ask that you extend a respectful courtesy 
to others by speaking quietly and silencing all cell phones. 

 
Prayer of Meditation 
 

Before the service begins, we encourage you to use the following for meditation. 
 
Jesus calls us “friend.” One of the wonderful things about speaking to a trusted friend is the freedom not to 
be guarded, to let whatever you need to say just tumble off your lips. A trusted friend will understand you; 
a trusted friend will not necessarily take everything you say literally, but rather, they will take it truly. They 
know you. We can take Jesus at his word, that he listens to you as a beloved friend. When you pray, don’t 
worry that you get it right; get it real. Jesus will get it right. -Br. Curtis Almquist, SSJE 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

Prelude                                             Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Harold Friedell 
 

T H E   W O R D  O F  G O D 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Priest:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Priest and People: 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom 
in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that 
place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
    
Please be seated. 
THE LESSONS 
 
The First Reading  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26    Reader: John Nelson 
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts. 
                                                           

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty 
persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was 
taken up from us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, 
you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, 
and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 1 Reader: Richard Holdredge 
 
1  Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 
2  Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 
 
3  They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

 
4  It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 
5  Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
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6  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 
The Second Reading     1 John 5:9-13    Reader: Richard Holdredge 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of John. 
                                                           
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 
testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do 
not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning 
his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

As congregational singing remains prohibited at this time,  
members of the congregation are asked not to sing. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
Gradual Hymn #204                      “Now the green blade riseth” Noel Nouvelet 

 
 
The Gospel Reading    John 17:6-19 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything 
you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
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received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected 
them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 
things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word 
is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
The Sermon                 The Rev. Christopher Montella 
  Rector 
 
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
 
Nicene Creed                  
 

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People   Reader: Judy Ferkel      
 
Friends, happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked. Forgiven and sanctified, let us 
pray, “O God, you know everyone’s heart. Show us your will.” 
 
Christ Jesus, your prayer for your Church is that we may be one as you and the Father are one: sanctify us 
in your Truth and send us into the world as witnesses to your resurrection. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O God, you know everyone’s heart. 
People:            Show us your will. 
  
O God, you know the way of the righteous: rescue and correct all those who walk in the ways of the wicked. 
Delight the hearts of your children with your perfect law. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O God, you know everyone’s heart. 
People:            Show us your will. 
  
Creator God, bless the fruit-bearing trees; bless the streams. Give us eyes to see clearly the wonders of your 
universe. 
The congregation may add their own thanksgivings.   
Silence 
Intercessor:      O God, you know everyone’s heart. 
People:            Show us your will. 
  
Loving Jesus, you guard and protect your own: bless those who, following in your ways, protect and care for 
society’s most vulnerable members, especially children. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O God, you know everyone’s heart. 
People:            Show us your will. 
  
Merciful God, do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us: Comfort and heal 
all those in peril or need. 
The congregation may add their own petitions. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O God, you know everyone’s heart. 
People:            Show us your will. 
 
O God, you have given us eternal life and this life is in your Son, Jesus: may we, with those who have died, 
enjoy our life with you now and forever. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      O God, you know everyone’s heart. 
People:            Show us your will. 
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Priest: 
God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and community from 
scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising which brings 
us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen. 
   
The Peace 
 
Priest:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Members of the congregation who are present are encouraged to remain at their seats to pass the peace. 
 

Members of the congregation who are joining us via livestream are encouraged to post "Peace be with you" in the comments or 
to use the "like" or "love" reaction button to take part in the virtual exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation 

at this time. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
We are pleased to celebrate the following birthdays: Janet Demeter, Conor Deuschle-Webb & Caleb Yahnker 
on May 17th, Steve Plote & Daniel Zarasua on May 20th, Shari Schlaman on May 21st. 
 
 

T H E   G R E A T   T H A N K S G I V I N G 
 
The Setting of the Table 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology    
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures, here below. 
Praise God, you hosts in heaven above; Praise God the Trinity of Love. Amen. 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of 
the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 
earth and gave breath to humankind. 
 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the 
morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
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As congregational singing remains prohibited at this time,  
members of the congregation are asked not to sing. 

 

Sanctus #S128 Mathias 

 
 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, 
as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, 
you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself 
for us, a fragrant offering. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to 
you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
  
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of 
you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing 
for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have 
made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Priest and People 
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and 
love.  
 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed 
Stephen, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
  
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 
God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
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Priest and People 
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.       
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.    
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineffable power. Calling us to “massive, corporate, 
spiritual communion,”   
 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. 
 
Priest and People say together: 
Grant, O Christ, that as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the woman who could 
not touch your body, so the soul of your servant may be healed by like faith in you, whom I cannot 
now sacramentally receive; through your tender mercy, who lives and reigns with the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God. Amen. 
 

Those present, please remain standing as the priest moves about the congregation to distribute the consecrated bread.  
 

All are welcome to receive communion. The table we set belongs to God. 
Wherever you find yourself on your spiritual journey you are welcome to receive the Bread made holy. 
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Post Communion Prayer                           
 

Let us pray. 
    

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer   
 

Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are, 
comes from you. Now, as we go about our lives, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise 
and thanksgiving, to give of ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing   
 
May God, who gives patience and encouragement, 
give you a spirit of unity to live in harmony. 
 
May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; so that with one voice you may glorify God. 
 
May the Spirit give to you and to all you love 
comfort and peace, light and joy, safety and wisdom. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the one, holy and undivided Trinity be among you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
 
Priest:  Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

As congregational singing remains prohibited at this time,  
members of the congregation are asked not to sing. 
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Closing Hymn #494                   “Crown him with many crowns”               Diademata 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From The Hymnal, 1982: #204 “Now the green blade riseth”, Words: John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872–1958), alt. Music: Noël nouvelet, medieval French 
carol; harm. Marcel Dupré (1886–1971); adapt. Roy F. Kehl (b. 1935); alternative accompaniment George Mims (b. 1938). Copyright: Words: From The Oxford 
Book of Carols © 1964, Oxford University Press. Music: Harmonization based on “Variation sur un Noël” for organ by Marcel Dupré, copyright © Alphonse 
Leduc, Paris. Used by permission. Adaptation © 1983, Roy F. Kehl. Used by permission. Alternative harmonization © 1984, George Mims.  #S128 Title: The 
Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus. Music: William Mathias (b. 1934). #494 “Crown him with many crowns”, Words: Matthew Bridges (1800–1894). 
Music: Diademata, George Job Elvey (1816–1893); desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright: Music: Descant copyright © 1970, Augsburg Publishing House. 
Used by permission. 
  


