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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Santa Clarita 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 10 
10:00am 

July 12, 2020 
 

Prayer of Meditation 
 

God’s covenant is with humanity as a whole, and being human is the only qualification. Our participation in 
God’s Truth is simply what it means to be fully human and to be embraced by the divine. In Truth, there 
are no dividing walls. We as Christians need to reflect that in how we relate to all our sisters and brothers, 
whether they be Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, or any other faith tradition. -Br. Nicholas Bartoli, SSJE 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

Prelude                                            For God So Loved the World Lanny Wolfe   
 

T H E   W O R D  O F  G O D 
 

Priest:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Priest and People: 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 



 2

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 
understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
    
The First Reading  Isaiah 55:10-13 Readers: Rod Schluter 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
                                                           
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be 
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be 
to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 65:9-14 Reader: Julie Hagerty  
 
9  You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 

you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

 
10  You prepare the grain, * 

for so you provide for the earth. 
 
11  I You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 
12  You crown the year with your goodness, * 

and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 
13  May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 
14  May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 

and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
let them shout for joy and sing. 
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The Second Reading     Romans 8:1-11 Reader: John R. Nelson 
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law — indeed it cannot, 
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual LEVAS #118                                     Spirit Song John Wimber 
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The Gospel Reading    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen! Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.” 
 
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                 The Rev. Christopher Montella 
  Rector 
 
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
 
Nicene Creed                  
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People    
             
Sisters and brothers, you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. By that same Spirit let us 
pray, saying. “Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, and teach us your judgments.” 
 
Great God, may the word of your kingdom find good soil in your Church. Cause your word to grow in our 
hearts and bear an abundance of fruit. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, 
People: And teach us your judgments. 
  
God of our ancestors, we pray that divided nations be united and warring nations find peace. May we 
recognize that we are created by your will and are all members of one human family. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, 
People: And teach us your judgments. 
 
God of the harvest, bless the seeds and the soil of the world. Give us the wisdom to bring forth its yield 
wisely and according to your will, that all people may have enough to eat. 
The congregation may add their own thanksgivings. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, 
People: And teach us your judgments. 
 
Caring God, we are deeply troubled by the scourge of racism and the plague of gun violence in our nation 
and in the world. May all who set their minds on oppression and death, even now, be converted to the Spirit 
of life and peace.   
Silence 
Intercessor: Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, 
People: And teach us your judgments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6

Healing God, preserve the lives of the suffering and sick, according to your word. Speak joy into the hearts 
of the sorrowful. 
The congregation may add their own petitions. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, 
People: And teach us your judgments. 
 
Eternal God, you preserve all who are in Christ Jesus from condemnation. By the resurrection of your son 
we trust, that in the fullness of time, you will give life to our mortal bodies through his Spirit dwells in us. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Accept, O God, the willing tribute of our lips, 
People: And teach us your judgments. 
 
Priest: 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in times of 
uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s body 
in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek 
justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send 
us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
Priest:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Members of the congregation are encouraged to post "Peace be with you" in the comments or to use the "like" or "love" 
reaction button to take part in the virtual exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation at this time. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
We are pleased to be celebrating the following birthday: Jeremy Hunt on July 8th. 

 
T H E   G R E A T   T H A N K S G I V I N G 

 
The Setting of the Table 
 
Doxology    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures, here below. 
Praise God, ye hosts in heaven above; Praise God the Trinity of Love. Amen. 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth 
your glory in all the world. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Priest and people say together: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
  
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
  
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Stephen and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.       
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.    
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Honor them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineffable power. Calling us to “massive, corporate, 
spiritual communion,”   
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The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. 
 
Priest and People say together: 
In union, O Christ, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist 
is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, O 
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today 
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse 
and strengthen me with your grace, Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in 
you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
 
Post Communion Prayer                           

 
Let us pray. 

    
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer   
 
Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are, 
comes from you. Now, as we go about our lives, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise 
and thanksgiving, to give of ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing   
 
May God give you grace never to sell yourself short; 
Grace to risk something big for something good; 
Grace to remember that the world is too dangerous 
for anything but truth, and too small for anything but Love. 
And the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with all of you now, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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Dismissal  
 
Priest: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Hymn #593               “Lord, make us servants of your peace”               Dickinson College 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People taken from Praying the Scriptures by Jeremiah D. Williamson, ©2014 by Jeremiah D. Williamson. All Rights Reserved. 
From The Hymnal 1982: #593 “Lord, make us servants of your peace”, Words: James Quinn (b. 1919), based on a prayer att. to St. Francis of 
Assisi (1182–1226). Music: Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. (1923–1979). Copyright: Words: Copyright ©, James Quinn, SJ, printed by 
permission of Geoffrey Chapman, a division of Casssell Ltd. Music: Copyright © 1962, Theodore Presser Co. Used by permission of the 
publisher. 
From Lift Every Voice and Sing II: #118 Spirit Song, Words: John Wimber. Music: John Wimber. Copyright: © Mercy Publishing c/o Vineyard 
Ministries. Permission Requested. 
 


