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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Santa Clarita 
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - Proper Thirteen 

10:00 a.m. 
August 1, 2021 

 
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 

 
Prayer of Meditation 
 

Before the service begins, we encourage you to use the following for meditation. 
 

It is not usually helpful to point out another person’s sins and shortcomings. What people need far more is 
a loving acceptance and affirmation of their worth, a kindly forbearance towards their weaknesses. This 
compassionate acceptance we must exercise not only towards others, but also towards ourselves. 
-Br. David Vryhof, SSJE 

 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

Prelude                                                 Gymnopedié  Erik Satie 

 

Entrance Hymn #691                        “My faith looks up to thee” Olivet 

 
 

 
T H E   W O R D  O F  G O D 

 
 

Priest:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Priest and People: 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in 
safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS    
 

The First Reading  2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a  Reader: Ken Higginbotham 

 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel. 
                                                           
When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. When the 
mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a 
son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, and the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came 
to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich 
man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had 
bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, 
and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a traveler 
to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who 
had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to 
him.” Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the 
man who has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity.” Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; I gave you your master’s house, 
and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
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been too little, I would have added as much more. Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do 
what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to 
be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now therefore the sword shall never 
depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your 
wife. Thus says the Lord: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take 
your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight 
of this very sun. For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” David 
said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 51:1-13    
 
1  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 

in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 
2  Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 

and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
3  For I know my transgressions, * 

and my sin is ever before me. 
 
4  Against you only have I sinned * 

and done what is evil in your sight. 
 
5  And so you are justified when you speak * 

and upright in your judgment. 
 
6  Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 

a sinner from my mother's womb. 
 
7  For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 

and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 
 
8  Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 

wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
 
9  Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 

that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 
10  Hide your face from my sins * 

and blot out all my iniquities. 
 
11  Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
12  Cast me not away from your presence * 

and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
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13  Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

 

The Second Reading     Ephesians 4:1-16    Reader: Julie Hagerty  

 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
                                                           
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 
Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave 
gifts to his people." (When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into 
the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, 
so that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But 
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from 
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn #335                        “I am the bread of life” I Am the Bread of Life 

 
 
The Gospel Reading    John 6:24-35 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The next day, when the people who remained after the feeding of the five thousand saw that neither Jesus 
nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set 
his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, 
“This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are 
you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then 
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Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is 
my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to 
them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.” 
 
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon                 The Rev. Christopher Montella 

  Rector 
    

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Nicene Creed                  
 

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People   Reader: Julie Hagerty      
 
Dearly beloved, bear with one another in love. And cry out to God in one voice: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 
 
Loving God, you have blessed us with all we need to do the work to which we have been called. Bless 
those in our midst who are gifted to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Build up the 
body of Christ. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      Create in me a clean heart, O God,    
People:            And renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Bless the hungry with good things, Generous God. Sustain our bodies and our souls. Show yourself to be 
the God who provides for the needy and cares for the poor. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      Create in me a clean heart, O God,    
People:            And renew a right spirit within me. 
  
You are good to us, O God. We thank you for this planet. We thank you that you continue to cause new 
life to grow and thrive. 
The congregation may add their own thanksgivings.   
Silence 
Intercessor:      Create in me a clean heart, O God,    
People:            And renew a right spirit within me. 
  
Fill our communities with humility and gentleness. We pray, O God, that neighbors might live together in 
love and respect. Give us the grace to build peaceful neighborhoods, peaceful cities, peaceful nations, and 
a peaceful world. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      Create in me a clean heart, O God,    
People:            And renew a right spirit within me. 
  
When we are frustrated and scared, when we are desperate and in need, you, Loving God, hear our 
prayers, especially for Heather and Ryan, Fran C., Roseann Z. and Aaron. Hear them again today. 
The congregation may add their own petitions. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      Create in me a clean heart, O God,    
People:            And renew a right spirit within me. 
 
You are a God of mercy; you judge us according to your loving-kindness. Look at us through your eyes of 
mercy, now and in the hour of our death, especially Kai and John Robert Robbins. 
Silence 
Intercessor:      Create in me a clean heart, O God,    
People:            And renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Priest: 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in times 
of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s 
body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good 
news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common 
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prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Confession 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
   

The Peace 
 
Priest:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Members of the congregation who are joining us via livestream are encouraged to post "Peace be with you" in the comments or 
to use the "like" or "love" reaction button to take part in the virtual exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation 

at this time. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
We are pleased to celebrate the following birthday: Leslie Smith on July 27th. We also celebrate the 
wedding anniversary of Miriam and Marv Aardahl on August 3rd. 
 

Special appreciation and blessing for departing Preschool Director Amanda Foster Picard 
 

Offertory Prayer   

The People say together: 

Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are, 
comes from you. Now, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise and thanksgiving, to 
give of ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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T H E   G R E A T   T H A N K S G I V I N G 
 

Offertory                                     
 
Presentation   Old 100th  

 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
  
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus Baity 

 
 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.    
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,                                            
 on earth as in heaven.         
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineffable power. Calling us to “massive, corporate, 
spiritual communion,”   
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually 
receiving Holy Communion. 
 
Priest and People say together: 
In union, O Christ, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 
your death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot 
receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into 
my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Jesus, and let me never be separated from 
you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
 

All are welcome to receive communion. The table we set belongs to God. 
Wherever you find yourself on your spiritual journey you are welcome to receive the Bread made holy. 

 

Post Communion Prayer                           
 

Let us pray. 
    

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing   
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Closing LEVAS #198                             Love Lifted Me               Howard E. Smith 

 
 
 

Dismissal  
 
Priest: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
From The Hymnal, 1984: #335 “I am the bread of life”, Words: Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927), adapt. of John 6. 
Music: I Am the Bread of Life, Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927); arr. Betty Pulkingham (b. 1928). Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1971 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Music: © 
1970, 1975, Celebration, P.O. Box 409 Aliquippa, PA 15001, USA. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 
From Lift Every Voice and Sing II: #198 Love Lifted Me, Words: James Rowe (1865–1933). Music: Howard E. Smith (1863–1918). 
Doxology – Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. After Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?).  
Sanctus #4 – Judith M. Baity. Copyright ©2009 – Celestial Melodies Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved.   


