
 1 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Santa Clarita 
Midweek Eucharist 

 
T H E   W O R D  O F  G O D 

 

Priest:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Priest and People: 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
People: Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 
A Reading from ____________ . 
 
After each Reading, the Reader may say Here ends the Reading. 
 
Silence may follow. 
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A Psalm, hymn, or anthem may follow each Reading. 
 
Then, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to ____________ . 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
After the Gospel, the Priest says 
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Reflection                 The Rev. Christopher Montella 

  Rector 
 
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Nicene Creed                  
 

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People                 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service 
of others and to your honor and glory. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as he loves us. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, 
and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we 
may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Priest: 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Confession 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 



 4 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
  

The Peace 
 
Priest:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Members of the congregation are encouraged to post "Peace be with you" in the comments or to use the "like" or "love" 
reaction button to take part in the virtual exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation at this time. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
T H E   G R E A T   T H A N K S G I V I N G 

 

The Setting of the Table 
 
Doxology    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures, here below. 
Praise God, you hosts in heaven above; Praise God the Trinity of Love. Amen. 

 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
The priest adds the preface assigned for the day. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Priest and people say together: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.       
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.    
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Honor them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineffable power. Calling us to “massive, corporate, 
spiritual communion,”   
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. 
 
Priest and People say together: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above 
all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely 
to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 
 

Post Communion Prayer                           
 

Let us pray. 
    

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
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and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offertory Prayer   
 

Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are, 
comes from you. Now, as we go about our lives, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise 
and thanksgiving, to give of ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing   
 

May God, who gives patience and encouragement, 
give you a spirit of unity to live in harmony. 
 
May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; so that with one voice you may glorify God. 
 
May the Spirit give to you and to all you love 
comfort and peace, light and joy, safety and wisdom. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the one, holy and undivided Trinity be among you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
 
Priest:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 


